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COURSE OVERVIEW

In this course we re-imagine child welfare from critical and decolonizing perspectives. 

Course Objectives

If you were to improve the Ontario (or any other) child welfare system, what would you change (or maintain/ strengthen), why, and how you would achieve this? This course enables you to address these questions at the level of practice, policy, training/ education or organizational leadership.

The course addressed the question above from a perspective that emerges from the school mission statement:

As social workers, we operate in a society characterized by power imbalances that affect us all. These power imbalances are based on age, class, ethnicity, gender identity, geographic location, health, ability, race, sexual identity and income. We se e personal troubles as inextricably linked to oppressive structures. We believe that social workers must be actively involved in the understanding and transformation of injustices in social institutions and in the struggles of people to maximize control over their own lives. 

By the end of this course students should: 

· Know how child welfare services operate in Canada and beyond

· Understand the power and vested interests that hold existing systems in place

· Understand who have voice and who does not in social service systems
· Understand how to research, develop and formulate viable ideas for change

· Understand the importance of service users' knowledge and theory in driving change

· Know how to gather evidence (for and against) your own ideas 
· Know how to anticipate unintended consequences of change

· How to address and deal with being accountable for your ideas (and changes)

· How to propose and initiate change

The course culminates in a final assignment that is a publishable paper that make the case for your proposed changes. Learning objectives include all the steps necessary in producing such a work. 
Course Pedagogy

The course operates research lab with an active classroom learning approach. Classes will involve mostly research and related discussion, but will also involve presentations from guests (service users from the community and also from the child welfare systems) who are actively involved in reimagining and advocating change. There may be opportunities for class members to align their own research with these guests.
Course Texts
Texts and readings emerge from the ongoing class research.

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS
Assignments overview & dates
	No
	Description
	Value
	Due
	Wk

	1
	Attendance & participation
	15%
	Ongoing
	1-13

	2
	Project/paper proposal
	20%
	Starts Feb 1 due Feb 10
	

	3
	Final paper
	65%
	Starts March 8 due March 24
	9-11


Assignments in Detail
1. Attendance & participation

· Learning in this course requires exposure to, and interaction with ideas, media and exercises presented in the classroom. Class attendance, therefore, is compulsory. Students attending less that 80% of classes will receive an automatic F grade. 
2. Paper/project proposal
· Develop and submit (as an assignment) a 5-6 page proposal for a paper in a forthcoming Canadian child welfare book or journal for a remained child welfare system.

· The grading criteria will be your ability to convince an imaginary editor (the class instructor) that your proposed submission should be accepted. Evaluation criteria will be you demonstrating that you have the scholarly and critical thinking capabilities of delivering a quality product. In doing so pay attention to:

a) Proper form and style

b) Establishing the relevance and importance of your topic

c) Use of supporting literature

d) Critical analysis and argumentation

· There is some flexibility in this assignment, for instance you could propose producing a research or comprehensive literature review for community members or those in the child welfare system who are already working for change.

3. Final paper
· Write a child a 12-page paper as proposed above. This paper will be the culmination of your work throughout this course. Criteria for this assignment will be:

a) Establishing relevance of your (or a community you are working with) ideas 

b) Demonstrating a thorough and critical knowledge of literature and research relevant to the topic (this includes research that opposes as well as supports your position)

c) Evidence that contributions from class discussions have refined your work

d) Clarity and writing skills (for a paper) or content clarity and production skills (for a video podcast), proper form and style

e) Critical analysis and argumentation

· Note: The quality of this paper is expected to reflect the fact that your previous assignment in this course, your class discussions and the support of peers, has been directed toward the development of this single final paper. 
ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSIONS AND GRADES
Form and Style

Written assignments must be typed and double-spaced and include a front page containing the title, student name, student number, email address and date. Number all pages (except title page & do not count title page in the number count). Paper format must be in accordance with the current edition of the American Psychological Association Publication (APA) Manual with particular attention paid to font size (Times-Roman 12), spacing (double-spaced) and margins (minimum of 1 inch at the top, bottom, left and right of each page). Students must make use of and cite appropriate sources, which can include Indigenous [oral or written], professional and social science literature, or other relevant sources etc. When submitting, students should keep a spare copy of assignments. Do not exceed the maximum space allowed (by going over the page limit, reducing font size or line spacing); such papers will automatically receive a reduced grade of 1% per line over and additionally will only be graded on the content that falls within the assignment space parameters.

Avenue to Learn

This course relies on Avenue to Learn (http://avenue.mcmaster.ca). Students should be familiar with this system before starting the course. When first logging into this system, please set up a “profile” and upload a profile photo. 
If you have privacy concerns there is no need to complete a profile or post a photo, you should be aware, however, that when you access the electronic components of this course private information such as name, e-mail, and program affiliation may be apparent to other students in the same course. Continuation in this course will be deemed consent to this disclosure. If you have any questions or concerns about such disclosure please discuss this with the instructor.
How & where to submit assignments, how to get your grade
Assignments are to be uploaded to the appropriate Avenue to Learn drop box before midnight on the date specified for submission. If you experience technical difficulties uploading, contact McMaster e-support, if still unable to upload, e-mail a copy of the completed assignment to the instructor before the deadline to avoid late penalties. Late assignments will be penalized 5% of the grade for that assignment per day (or part thereof) for which they are late.

Upload your assignment to the appropriate Avenue area and name your file “lastname-firstname-02” for assignment 2 and “lastname-firstname-03” for assignment 3.
Please upload assignments in Microsoft Word or RTF format in a single file (unless otherwise specified). A 5% penalty will apply to files incorrectly named. This penalty applies because the instructor and TAs cannot properly manage, organize and return downloaded assignments unless they are properly named. In addition, you are being trained to be a social scientist, an academic discipline where it is standard practice for incorrectly formatted documents or applications to be automatically rejected as ineligible.

Group assignments will receive a common grade for all group members (i.e. all members of that group will receive the same group grade). It is the entire group’s responsibility to facilitate and ensure the full participation of all members, assignments that are incomplete or compromised because of a lack of participation, or because of groups disbanding, will be the responsibility of the entire group. In very rare circumstances, the instructor may adjust the grade of individuals in a group based on a member’s lack of participation in the group process, or based on the group excluding someone in the group from full participation. 
If you have accommodations and want to take part in a group assignment, but are unsure how to do so as a result of accommodation related issues, please meet with the instructor to discuss ways to make this possible.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES AND UNIVERSITY POLICIES

Assignment Privacy Protection

In accordance with regulations set out by the Freedom of Information and Privacy Protection Act, tests and assignments must be returned directly to the student. In this course, papers will be submitted and returned, and grades communicated, in electronic format via Avenue to Learn as specified below.
Course modification policy

The instructors and university reserve the right to modify elements of the course during the term.  The university may change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in extreme circumstances.  If either type of modification becomes necessary, reasonable notice and communication with the students will be given with explanation and the opportunity to comment on changes.  It is the responsibility of students to check their McMaster email and course websites weekly during the term and to note any changes.

Submitting assignments & extensions etc.
It is a student’s responsibility to submit assignments on time. Extensions are not given on assignments, although attempts will be made to accommodate students who present in advance formal written requests from Student Accessibility Services for accommodation, and discuss the accommodations in person with the instructor in advance of assignments being due. As well, efforts will be made to accommodate formal written requests from the Associate Dean’s Office that result from extended illness or other exceptional circumstances. 
Adult learning and preparation for class

Adult learning principles are employed; students are expected to think critically and be self-reflective. It is anticipated that students will contribute to class learning by bringing, sharing and exploring their own ideas and by helping to make the class a place for others to do the same, and by contributing to the creation of a respectful environment conducive to learning. 

Students should read material in preparation for class, attend class on time and remain for the full duration of the class. A formal break will be provided in the middle of each class, students are to return from the break on time.

In the past student and faculty have found that non-course related use of laptop computers and hand-held electronic devices during class to be distracting and disruptive. Consequently, during class students are expected to only use such devices for taking notes and other activities directly related to the lecture or class activity. Audio or video recording in the classroom without permission of the instructor is strictly prohibited. If audio recording is needed for accommodation purposes please discuss with the instructor in advance of recording. 
Academic Integrity

Students are expected to exhibit honesty and use ethical behaviour in all aspects of the learning process. Academic credentials students earn are rooted in principles of honesty and academic integrity. Academic dishonesty is to knowingly act or fail to act in a way that result, or could result, in unearned academic credit or advantage. This behaviour can result in serious consequences, e.g. the grade of zero on an assignment, loss of credit with a notation on the transcript (notation reads: “Grade of F assigned for academic dishonesty”), and/or suspension or expulsion from the university. It is the student's responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty. For information on the various types of academic dishonesty please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy, located at http://www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity. The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty: 

· Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one’s own or for which other credit has been obtained

· Improper collaboration in group work

· Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations 

The instructor reserves the right to use a software service designed to reveal plagiarism. Students may be asked permission for their work to be submitted electronically to this service so that it can be checked for academic dishonesty. In addition, the instructor reserves the right to request a student undertake a viva examination of a paper in circumstances where the paper appears to be written by someone other than the student themselves (i.e. papers written by custom essay writing services). Academic dishonesty also entails a student having someone sign in for them on a weekly course attendance sheet when they are absent from class and/or a student signing someone in who is known to be absent. 

E-mail policy

All e-mail communication sent from students to instructors (including TAs), and from students to staff, must originate from the student’s own McMaster University e-mail account. This policy protects confidentiality and confirms the identity of the student.  It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that communication is sent from one of these McMaster accounts.  If an instructor becomes aware that a communication has come from an alternate address, the instructor may not reply at his or her discretion. Please do not use the e-mail in Avenue to Learn to contact the Instructor or TAs.
Support Services

Student Accessibility Services offers group and individual consultation about effective learning strategies, essay writing, and study habits; accommodations, assistive technology, advocacy and support for students with disabilities; and personal counseling.  If you believe these services may be helpful to you, contact (905) 525 9140 x 28652; sas@mcmaster.ca McMaster Student Success Services also provide a range of diverse learning opportunities to support their academic, personal and professional growth http://studentsuccess.mcmaster.ca
Students who require academic accommodation must contact Student Accessibility Services (SAS) to make arrangements with a Program Coordinator.  Academic accommodations must be arranged for each term of study. Student Accessibility Services can be contacted by phone 905-525-9140 ext. 28652 or e-mail sas@mcmaster.ca. For further information, consult McMaster University’s Policy for Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities.

http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-StudentsWithDisabilities.pdf 

COURSE CALENDAR
	Wk
	Date
	Topic & Readings

	1
	January 10
	Class introduction and overview of child welfare

	2
	January 17
	Development of student ideas and projects

	3
	January 24
	Guest (members of Hamilton African refugee community who are active at a policy level reimagining child welfare) 

	4
	January 31
	Student projects and or guests


	5
	February 7
	Student projects and or guests


	6
	February 14
	Student projects and or guests


	n/a
	February 21
	Reading week

	7
	February 28
	Student projects and or guests



	8
	March 7
	Student projects and or guests


	9
	March 14
	Student projects and or guests


	10
	March 21
	Student projects and or guests


	11
	March 28
	Student projects and or guests


	12
	April 4
	Student projects and or guests
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